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WORSHIP, HEALING PRAYER, BEAUTY AND   

HOSPITALITY 

The Epiphany: The Manifestation of Christ 
 

When we think of the Epiphany, if we think of it at all, most of us think of the Wise Men from the East  following the star in 

search of the “King of the Jews.”  In Matthew’s story of the birth of Jesus, this visit serves the same purpose as Luke’s visit to 

the stable by the shepherds: it reveals Jesus to the world as “the holy one, the Son of God.” These two stories give our faith a 

foundation, the beginning of an understanding of the importance of Jesus in the world.  They are epiphanies, manifestations 

or as one writer calls them, “startling appearances” of God in the world.  There are, however, other epiphanies in the        

scriptures:  the Samaritan woman at the well, the Baptism of Jesus and the Wedding Feast in Cana of Galilee.  These too are 

manifestations, startling appearances of Jesus the Messiah in the world. Together they provide a vision of “God with us,” of 

what the world might look like if we give our allegiance to God rather than to the rulers of this world. 

 

Thomas Long, one of the great preachers of our time, suggests that “the exotic details of the magi invite us to imagine the 

unimaginable: that the God of Israel in generosity turned God’s face of mercy toward all nations, and that the magi from the 

East and people from Alabama, Chicago and all the nations of the world can stream to Mount Zion and learn God’s ways. In 

other words, the story of the Magi, and the woman at the well, and the wedding at Cana of Galilee crack open the story of 

Jesus Messiah, Son of  David, Son of Abraham, to let us see that there is a place for all people, those who are near and even 

those who are far off.” This hints at a God who is larger than we can imagine, and for some of us, much larger than we want 

God to be.  It opens for us a wider and even more gracious kingdom. 

 

The Franciscan Priest and spiritual leader, Father Richard Rohr sees and experiences epiphanies of God in many, many places.  

He experiences God in the creation of the world, in what God has made.  He experiences God in the Hebrew Scriptures,      

particularly the Prophets who call us to be self-critical and inclusive, and in the radical challenge of Jesus’ teaching and life 

which push us even further to see a connection between all people. 

 

The correct practices of many religions, including Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism and Judaism, of loving our neighbor as  

ourselves and caring for the “least of these my brothers and sisters, opens us up to God’s presence in the world and in our 

own lives as well as in the lives of some of the worlds people who we neither know well nor understand.  This then opens the 

door for us to experience epiphanies in the lives of non-violent teachers and social activists such as Gandhi, Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Dorothy Day and the Episcopal Peace Fellowship.   

 

Epiphanies of God do not take place when and where and how we want them, they take place in the places in which and 

through the people in whom God acts.  These epiphanies help us not only to see but also to experience God’s truth from    

different angles.  As Richard Rohr says, “unity is not the same as uniformity, there are different paths to this God, different 

Epiphanies for different peoples, but it is the one Holy Spirit of God  who is manifest in all of them. 

 

Reverend Ben Alford 



A Way Forward 

Our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan has invited all in the Over the Mountain Convocation who would like to meet 
with him in a conversation to discuss policy for Blessing Same-Sex Unions.  Our conversation will take place at The 
Episcopal Church of the Resurrection in Rainbow City on Thursday, January 22 at 6:00 p.m.  

Following is Bishop Sloan’s letter to the diocese. I encourage you to read it.  I find it pastoral to all.  If you are       
interested in attending, please call the church office and let us know.  We will arrange to car pool to Gadsden.  I plan 
to attend and the entire Vestry hopes to attend as well. 

Faithfully, The Rev. Ben Alford 

 

By The Rt. Rev. Kee Sloan 

December 3, 2014 

Hello, friends 

 The question of how the Church should love our sisters and brothers who are homosexual has been for some         

divisive, for others frustrating, for many difficult, for most painful.  The Church is not of one mind about this; it is a 

very difficult question, which seems to me to be without a clear undisputed answer.  But we are here in this moment, 

needing to make decisions based on what we know now, without the benefit of what we will know in the years to 

come. 

 The General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2012 passed a resolution authorizing the use of materials      

concerning the blessing of same sex unions, including a liturgy that could be used with the permission of the diocesan 

bishop.  At our Diocesan Convention last February I announced that Bishop Marray and I would appoint to         

Commission to help us find the most appropriate way for us to make this an option for congregations which would 

like to bless the unions of people of the same sex who are in committed, monogamous lifelong relationships. 

This policy is presented as a way for parishes choosing to bless same sex unions to do so.  It is not in any way meant 

to infer that this is something every parish should or will be expected to do: No parish or member of the clergy will 

be compelled or required to celebrate the rite. 

There will be people in our Diocese who believe this is wrong, that it is a violation of Scripture, that we are           

condoning sin.  I understand that, and believe the people who hold these opinions are as faithful and intelligent as the 

people who disagree.  I want to assure everyone that this policy is not an effort to change anyone’s mind, but a way 

for us to make a place at our Lord’s table to include all of God’s children. 

I’m not interested in arguing – arguments by definition have winners and losers, not usually the most helpful outcome 

for God’s people.  But I do think I owe it to you to tell you what I think, and I hope this will be received as it is meant 

to be, my part of a conversation which continues in the community of family and friends of the Episcopal Church in 

the Diocese of Alabama, in the larger Episcopal Church, in the Church Catholic, and in the culture we live in.  

 I believe that all people are children of God, and that the Church should celebrate life-giving love wherever we find 

it.  Many people find themselves made more fully whole in monogamous relationships, and it seems clear to me that 

it’s wrong for the Church to deny such relationships to anyone. 

 I believe in sin, that “sin is the seeking of our own will instead of the will of God,” as we’re taught in the Outline of 

the Faith on page 848 in the Book of Common Prayer.  I believe sin is what we choose to do, seeking our own will 

instead of the will of God.  I do not believe most people who are homosexual choose to be homosexual, any more 

than others of us choose to be heterosexual. 



 And I believe in the Bible, that the Old and New Testaments are treasures we share with all Christians          

everywhere, written by people inspired by the Holy Spirit of God to tell the story of God and the people of God, 

setting forth the life and teachings of holy women and men for generations, setting the stage for the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ who proclaimed the Good News of the love of God for all people.  I believe that the Truth 

Jesus came to bring us does not change; I also believe that we do not know all of the truth, but continue to ask 

the Spirit of God to be among us as teacher and guide.  The particular gift of Anglican Christianity is that we 

rely on Scripture, Tradition and Reason as the three foundations of our faith, knowing that those three         

foundations often appear to be in tension because our understanding is incomplete. 

Long ago and far away, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to a divided church, working through issues that     

threatened to tear them apart.  In his first letter to the Christians in Corinth, he wrote about our obligation to 

love, even when we disagree.  His words are so beautiful and equally appropriate for us now: 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own 

way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all 

things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they 

will come to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we know  

only in part, and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an 

end.  When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an 

adult, I put an end to childish ways.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Now 

I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.  And now faith, hope, and love 

abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 

  In the spirit of this hopeful enduring love, we offer this policy for blessing same sex unions in the Diocese of 

Alabama.  We have scheduled a series of Convocation Conversations about this new policy, and I hope that 

people will come and tell us what you think.  The schedule for those Conversations and a link to the policy are 

below. 

God's Peace, 

  



ECW will meet January 14 at 5:30 p.m. 

We will meet at Brenda Mayhall's home. 

Pat Clanton and Brenda Mayhall are     

co-hostess. 

Save the Date: Young Adults Plan Spiritual Retreat May 1 - 3 

December 02, 2014

Young adults are invited to save the date - May 1 - 3, 2015, for a spiritual retreat at Camp McDowell. 

 

More 

http://www.dioala.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3168845
http://www.dioala.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3168845


  
  

January 4 January 11 January 18 January 25 

LEM 1/Server Myra Southerland Teddy LaMunyon Kathy Wilemon Pat Clanton 

LEM 2/ Gospel 

Bearer 

Brenda Mayhall Bob Terrell Teddy Lamunyon Kathy Wilemon 

Lector Fran Mayo Annette Cederholm Brenda Mayhall Mel Potts 

Crucifer Kathy Wilemon Brenda Mayhall Odes Wilemon Jesse Alvarez 

Prayers of the 

People 

Phylis Thompson Ben Cumming Brenda Mayhall Odes Wilemon 

Ushers 
  

Randy Southerland/

Joe Thomas 

Tommy Thompson/

Terry Mayhall 

James Harris/Bob 

Terrell 

Joe Thomas/Brenda 

Mayhall 

Greeter Tommy Thompson Maryetta Terrell Joe Thomas Ann Baldwin 

Altar Guild  Pat Clanton Phylis Thompson Susan Cumming 

Flower Guild Ron Scruggs Brenda Mayhall Ron Scruggs Brenda Mayhall 

Coffee Hosts Mayo ECM The Clanton’s The Southerlands 

Vestry Person of 
The Day 

Mel Potts Pat Clanton Odes Wilemon Fran Mayo 

Alms Counter 

with VPOD 

 James Harris Annette Cederholm Mel Potts Odes Wilemon 

JANUARY SERVANTS LISTING 2015 

Happy January Birthday’s 

Ron Scruggs                    January 3 

Ben Alford                      January 7 

Steven Trevino               January 7 

Reese Trevino                   January 7 

Charlotte Green                January 8 

Joe Thomas                    January 15 

Grady Holder                  January 19 

Lynn Alford                    January 24 

Teddy LaMunyon            January 31 

 

 

December 02, 2014 

 

http://www.dioala.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3168845
http://www.dioala.org/dfc/newsdetail_2/3168845


Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 to 3:00 PM. 

 

PARISH WISH LIST 

***8 1/2 x 14 colored paper for   

Announcements*** 

8 1/2 x 14 ivory copy paper 

Donations for ECM Smoker 

!!!PAPER, PAPER, PAPER!!! 

Manilla Legal and Letter size folders 

    Sharing Christ's  Inclusive love 

through  worship, healing prayer, 

beauty, and hospitality.  

 

In our Parish Family Cycle of Prayer,   

remember and pray for Juan, Kaylee 

and Kim Linares, Brenda and Terry 

Mayhall, Fran Mayo, Al and Deborah 

Palacol and Tommy and Elaine Phillips.  

 

"A way Froward conversation with Bishop Sloan,     
Thursday, January 22, 6:00 p.m., Episcopal Church of 
the Resurrection, Rainbow City. Call church to reserve 

your spot and help us arrange car pools."  



 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday 

 

28 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

29 30 
12:00 PM Worship (HE Rite II) 

31 
Office Closed 

1 3 

4 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

5 6 
12:00 PM Worship (HE Rite II) 

7 
Office Closed 

8 10 

11 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

12 13 
12:00 PM Worship (HE Rite II) 

14 
Office Closed 

5:30 PM Church Men (ECM) Meet-
ing 

5:30 PM Church Women (ECW) 
Meeting 

15 17 

18 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

11:45 AM Vestry Meeting 

19 20 
12:00 PM Worship (HE Rite II) 

21 
Office Closed 

22 24 
9:00 AM Beans and Rice 

25 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

26 27 
12:00 PM Worship (HE Rite II) 

28 
Office Closed 

29 31 

JANUARY 2015 

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=12/28/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/30/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/31/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=1/4/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=1/4/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=1/6/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=1/7/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=1/11/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=1/11/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=1/13/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=1/14/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261284957&event_date=1/14/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261284957&event_date=1/14/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684300&event_date=1/14/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684300&event_date=1/14/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=1/18/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=1/18/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684296&event_date=1/18/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=1/20/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=1/21/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260695721&event_date=1/24/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=1/25/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=1/25/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=1/27/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=1/28/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=


 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Birmingham and St. Paul’s        

Episcopal Church in Selma will join together on Palm Sunday, 
March 29, 2015, for a worship service in the spirit of ongoing   
reconciliation between people of all races in the church, state 
and country. This service will also reaffirm St. Paul’s and St. 
Mark’s commitment to welcome all people in the name of 

Christ.  



WELCOME 

To Christ Episcopal Church 

                                        Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. 

 

 Please join us after service for coffee hour in our Fellowship Hall 

 

                                     If you are a newcomer or visiting us, please fill out the 

  information below and return it to the greeter after the service. 

 

Names:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

If you would like further information regarding our church and our services, Please contact the office 

Monday, Tuesday or Thursday from 9:00 to 3:00 (closed at 12:00 for lunch).  

Telephone us at 256-878-3243 or email: office@churchchristalbertville.org 


