
Slow Down, Take a Breath, Keep Awake 

 

One of my very favorite times of the year is the season of Advent: the four weeks prior to the Nativity of 

our Lord (Christmas Day).  It is so important and life giving to me because our lives have become so   

hectic. We are busy with family and friends and jobs and community responsibilities. The world tells us 

that we need to shop, shop, shop: it will be good for the economy and it will make us very, very happy.  

In fact, it just makes me very, very tired. On the other hand, the Church in its wisdom has set aside this 

time of year as an opportunity to slow down, to breath slowly, to prepare for God’s gifts of peace, joy and 

love. To be ready to receive the presence of God in Jesus. During Advent we prepare for the coming of 

Jesus in so many ways.  We, the people of God, usually think about the coming of Jesus as a baby to be 

born in a manger. Advent is that and so much more. The first coming we prepare for is the coming of   

Jesus at the end of time, to bring us all into that final and eternal relationship with God the  creator and 

source of life.  We are reminded by scripture that as we prepare for this second coming that we “do not 

know when that time will come. . .therefore, keep awake,” so that we might be prepared when He comes  

suddenly.” (Mark 13:24-37) As we move into the second and third weeks of Advent we are invited to   

prepare for the coming of Jesus as an adult, to prepare for his baptism in the wilderness by John the  

Baptist, when God proclaims Jesus as his beloved Son sent into the world to establish a path that will 

bring us back into a right relationship with God and all the human race.  We are not yet ready for the 

“Baby Jesus,” for the joyful songs and carols.  We first are called to prepare for an Adult Christ sent by 

God to proclaim Good News to the poor, to heal the sick, to release humans from all the chains: physical, 

emotional and spiritual that prevent us from receiving the blessings that God has in store for all of us.  

This adult Jesus, finally, is the one who reminds us that we will do all he has done and more, because God 

will send us the Holy Spirit to lead us and guide us into all truth.  He also reminds us “to love the Lord our 

God with all our hearts and with all our souls and with all our minds, and with all our strength, and to love 

our neighbor as ourselves.” (Mark 13:29-31) Finally, as we draw closer to the last Sunday before the    

Nativity of our Lord, Christmas, we begin to get an inkling of the possibility of the birth of a baby. We run 

headlong into St. Luke’s story of God’s Shocking message given to a young, probably teenage Mary by the  

Angel Gabriel that she was to become the Mother of our Lord.  The Angel informs Mary that ‘The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you and you shall conceive a 

child who* will be holy and he will be called Son of God. “(Mark 1:35) The “Baby Jesus” still has not been 

born, but we, like his mother Mary, now have a few days to contemplate and meditate about the 

“marvelous acts of God:” time to reflect on all of God’s gifts of creation, of family, of communities to live 

in and love in and serve in.  And as we prepare for the  coming of the Lord into the world, our hearts are 

opened to receive God’s blessings and God’s invitation to “seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our 

neighbors as we love ourselves, striving for justice and peace among all people and  

respecting the dignity of every human being” (Book of Common Prayer, p. 305) 

Father Ben Alford 

Interim Rector 
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PARISH WISH LIST 

 
***8 1/2 x 14 colored paper 

for Announcements*** 

8 1/2 x 14 ivory copy paper 

Donations for ECM Smoker 

!!!PAPER, PAPER, PAPER!!! 

Manilla Legal and Letter size 

folders 

    Sharing Christ's           

inclusive love through   

worship, healing prayer, 

beauty, and hospitality.  

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 1:00 to 3:00 PM. 

Christmas cards for the Veterans.  

 

Starting November 23, there will be Christmas 

cards at the church to sign. These cards are 

going to the VA , in Birmingham. So many    

military do not get visitors of any kind. This is 

our way to let them know they are not           

forgotten. All cards will be put in one box , and 

mailed to the VA the first week of December. I 

was told to not buy any religious cards , or put 

any religious statements in the cards. There 

are 100 military at the VA, that need to know 

they are not forgotten this Christmas season! 

Look for the blue box to get your cards. Then 

return them signed , with a little Christmas 

message. For example, " You are never       

forgotten. Thank you for your service. Happy        

holidays !" On November 23 I will make a    

announcement.  

 

Thank you, and God bless!  

Jackie Brewster  
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Happy Birthday December Babies 

Ann Baldwin   December 1 

Rex Watwood  December 2 

Ken Waterworth   December 3 

Cynthia Denham  December 26 

MONTHLY PRAYER 
LIST 

Please pray for the         

following members of 

our parish: 

Jackie Holcomb, 

Grady Holder, Dick 

and Moya Jackson, 

Teddy LaMunyon. 
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Nicholas of Myra 

Almighty God, who in your love gave to your servant Nicholas of Myra a perpetual name 

for deeds of kindness on land and sea: Grant, we pray, that your Church may never 

cease to work for the happiness of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, 

and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

We will be having our Christmas Eve service on December 24th 

Music begins at 10:45 and service will start at 11:00. Join us in the 

Fellowship Hall before for social hour.  

We will also be needing servants and volunteers for the Christmas 

Eve Service. Please contact Julie in the Office if you would like to 

serve. 

 

We will also have a Christmas Flower Sign Up sheet for you outside 

of the office to sign up for. 
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Changing Seasons, Changing Music                       

 
On Nov. 30th,  we celebrated the First Sunday of the season of Advent, which will 
continue for four Sundays, until Christmas Day. The word “advent” is derived 
from the Latin word adventus, which means “coming,” and during this season, 
the church enters a time of preparation and expectation for the coming of Christ 
“in power and glory” (Mark 13:26).   Here’s a little something Bill Barger, who  
installed our organ, wrote & passed down: 
 
Advent begins the Liturgical Year, And before you know it, Christmas is here. 
Christmas lasts only twelve days, And oh how the children wish it would stay! 
Epiphany is the season of light, And yes, it too, quickly takes flight. 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday; And its forty days are gone in a frenzy. 
Easter begins on Sunday before dawn, And even its fifty days are soon gone. 
On Pentecost the Holy Spirit came down, 
And the day is gone before we can turn around. 
Finally comes ordinary time, And even this longest season seems only part-time. 
Advent then comes once again, And the calendar starts all over; amen, amen. 
 
As these seasons come and go year after year, our music changes with them to 
be appropriate as we  
continue to celebrate our Lord’s earthly life and ministry.   
Debbie Free 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ECM/ECW Christmas Party is December 15th , 
6:30 at the home of Alan and Meredith Battles. 

Everyone is asked to bring a dish of a heavy 
hors d’oeuvre or sweets.  Come and enjoy the 
food, fellowship and fun.  For those able, you 
may park at the church and walk across the 

street. 



DECEMBER 2014  

SERVANTS LISTING 

If you cannot serve on your scheduled day, it is your responsibility to find a replacement  and to 

notify the office of those changes at  office@christchurchalbertville.org 

For those of you, who vest for the worship service, please be vested at least 10 minutes prior to the      
scheduled start time.  If you are not  present at 9:20 AM, then someone else will be  recruited to fill your 

place.  This policy will allow the hearts and minds of worship leaders to prepare for a Christ centered      
worship service. 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SERVANTS LIST IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. I WILL DO 
MY BEST TO KEEP EVERYTHING UPDATED. IF YOU SHOULD HAVE QUESTIONS, 

PLEASE CONTACT JULIE AT THE OFFICE. 

If you would like to Volunteer or train in a  specific area to serve, Please submit your name and 

  
  

December 7 December 14 December 21 December 28 

LEM 1/Server Teddy LaMunyon Kathy Wilemon Pat Clanton Brenda Mayhall 

LEM 2/ Gospel 

Bearer 

Ben Cumming Myra Southerland Kathy Wilemon Bob Terrell 

Lector Mel Potts Ben Cumming Alan Battle, Jr. Mel Potts 

Crucifer Brenda Mayhall Odes Wilemon Jesse Alvarez Alan Battle, Jr. 

Prayers of the Peo-

ple 

Mel Potts Brenda Mayhall Ben Cumming Odes Wilemon 

Ushers 
  

Dick Jackson/James 

Harris 

Joe Thomas/Terry 

Mayhall 

Odes Wilemon/Randy 

Southerland 

Brenda Mayhall/Joe 

Thomas 

Greeter Tommy Thompson Maryetta Terrell Ann Baldwin Joe Thomas 

Altar Guild Brenda Mayhall Pat Clanton Phylis Thompson Susan Cumming 

Flower Guild Ron Scruggs Brenda Mayhall Ron Scruggs Brenda Mayhall 

Coffee Hosts   The Cummings Cederholm/Denham Chase & Sara Wat-

wood 

Vestry Person of 
The Day 

Meredith Battle Myra Southerland Brenda Mayhall Ron Scruggs 

Alms Counter with 

VPOD 

Brenda Mayhall Mel Potts Odes Wilemon Fran Mayo 

mailto:office@christchurchalbertville.org


PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

30 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

1 2 
12:00 PM Worship 
(HE Rite II) 

3 
Office Closed 

4 5 
Office Closed 

6 

7 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

8 9 
12:00 PM Worship 
(HE Rite II) 

10 
Office Closed 

5:30 PM Church Men 
(ECM) Meeting 

5:30 PM Church 
Women (ECW) 
Meeting 

11 12 
Office Closed 

13 

14 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:00 AM Sunday School 

15 16 
12:00 PM Worship 
(HE Rite II) 

17 
Office Closed 

18 19 
Office Closed 

20 

21 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

11:45 AM Vestry Meeting 

22 23 
12:00 PM Worship 
(HE Rite II) 

24 
Office Closed 

25 26 
Office Closed 

27 
9:00 AM Beans and 
Rice 

28 
9:30 AM Worship (HE Rite II) 

29 30 
12:00 PM Worship 
(HE Rite II) 

31 
Office Closed 

1 2 
Office Closed 
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DECEMBER 2014 CALENDER  

http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=11/30/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/2/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/2/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/3/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260691114&event_date=12/5/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=12/7/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=12/7/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/9/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/9/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261284957&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261284957&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684300&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684300&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684300&event_date=12/10/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260691114&event_date=12/12/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=12/14/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684299&event_date=12/14/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/16/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/16/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/17/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260691114&event_date=12/19/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=12/21/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684296&event_date=12/21/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/23/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/23/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/24/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260691114&event_date=12/26/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260695721&event_date=12/27/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260695721&event_date=12/27/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260684298&event_date=12/28/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/30/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=261928334&event_date=12/30/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=262048231&event_date=12/31/2014&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=
http://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/calendar_event_detail_view.aspx?cei=260691114&event_date=1/2/2015&ci=G1I3I3G1L6M7O9L6I3&igd=


 

[Episcopal Church Office of Public Affairs press release]  

Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori has issued the following statement on the way forward from  

Ferguson: 

The Episcopal Church joins many others in deep lament over the tragic reality that continues to be revealed in 

 Ferguson, Missouri. The racism in this nation is part of our foundation, and is not unique to one city or state or part of the 

 country. All Americans live with the consequences of centuries of slavery, exploitation, and prejudice. That legacy 

 continues to lead individuals to perceive threat from those who are seen as “other.” The color of one’s skin is often the  

most visible representation of what divides God’s children one from another. 

Michael Brown’s death was and is a tragedy, and has become a powerful witness to those divisions between human  

beings in this nation. His death also carries the potential to become a sacramental offering – if it continues to challenge  

us to address our divisions and the injustices in this nation that are far more than skin deep. 

This nation was founded with a vision for freedom, a vision that has required repeated challenges in order to move  

toward true liberty for all the people of this land. Christians understand the sacred vision of the Reign of God as a society  

of peace with justice for all. May the life and death of Michael Brown drive us toward reconciliation that will shake the  

foundations of this nation toward the justice for which we were all created. The Episcopal Church will continue to partner  

and push for racial reconciliation in Missouri and across this land. I ask you to stand with hands extended in love, to look  

for the image of God in every neighbor, and to offer yourself in vulnerability for the sake of reconciliation across this land.  

May we become instruments of God’s peace and healing, made evident in communities of justice for all. 

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 

The Episcopal Church 

A Few Words regarding the recent situation and how to move forward with 
racism in this Nation 

http://addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=300&username=xa-4d2b47f81ddfbdce


 

WELCOME 

To Christ Episcopal Church 

                                        Thank you for joining us in worship this morning. 

 

 Please join us after service for coffee hour in our Fellowship Hall 

 

                                     If you are a newcomer or visiting us, please fill out the 

  information below and return it to the greeter after the service. 

 

Names:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________ 

 

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

If you would like further information regarding our church and our services, Please contact the office 

Monday, Tuesday or Thursday from 9:00 to 3:00 (closed at 12:00 for lunch).  

Telephone us at 256-878-3243 or email: office@churchchristalbertville.org 


